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SOME LETTERS OP JOSEPH GALLOWAY, 1774-1775. 

CONTRIBUTED BY MBS. THEODOBE M. ETTING. 

[These letters were written to the great-great-grandfather of the con- 
tributor, and have been preserved as mementos of an old family friend- 
ship. Although yellow with age, the writing is still clear and legible. 
We copy them because they serve to throw a side light on a period an- 
terior to the Eevolution ; not that side with which we most sympathize, 
but the other, the Tory side. Joseph Galloway was loyal to the mother 
country, and sought to stem the tide which was rising and sweeping all 
before it ; but finding his efforts of no avail to prevent a separation from 
Great Britain, retired to his estate, " Trevose," in Bucks County, where 
he remained until after the indemnity proclamation of Lord Howe ; he 
then entered the British lines, and subsequently went to England, where 
he died. " Trevose," one of the most considerable estates in the neigh- 
borhood of Philadelphia, was confiscated after Mr. Galloway was at- 
tainted of high treason by the Pennsylvania Assembly.] 

" Trevose, Jan. ye 14 1774. 
" Dear Sir ; 

" I had wrote all but the last Page of the letter on Public 
Affairs, on the Day of the Date, intending to finish it the 
next morning, when I was prevented by an accident which 
entirely disabled me from using my right Thumb, otherwise 
you sh d have heard from me sooner. 

"You say, 'you do not altogether acquiesce with . . . 
explicit approbation our Assembly have given to the Pro- 
ceedings of the Congress.' In this you do not much differ 
in opinion from me, as I totally disagree with them in all, 
and think they have not taken one foot of that ground 
which they should have taken. "When I went to the Assem- 
bly and found they had approved of the measures of the 
Congress so fully, and had appointed me one of the Dele- 
gates at the next, I very explicitly told them, that I entirely 
disapproved of them. I did so in Congress and continued 
yet of ye same opinion and that I might not appear to 
undertake the Execution of measures which my judgement 
and conscience disapproved I could not serve them as a 
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Delegate at the ensuing Congress. And yet I could not pre- 
vail in persuading them to a new appointment in my stead. 

" The conduct of this Assembly in this Respect has given 
great uneasiness to many. The men of Property begin to 
think & speak their Sentiments, and I hope will in a little 
time take that Lead which their Consequence entitle them 
to. But I conclude this will not be the case until the meas- 
ures of Parliament are known, and they can hope to be 
protected in their upright conduct. 

"A Committee has been appointed for this County by a 
few warm People of neither Property or significance among 
us. But I think they have found it so contrary to the sense 
of the County that they will not attend the Provincial Con- 
gress. The design of their Meeting to prevail on the Peo- 
ple to Appoint in the several Townships Military officers, 
raise companies, and prepare for opposing with Arms the 
British Forces. 

" Mrs & Miss Calloway unite with me in our best Com- 
pliments to Mrs. Verplanck. Mrs. Galloway enjoins me not 
to forget as I did in my last to request Mrs. Verplanck to 
propose her compliments to Mrs. Ludlow, and return her 
grateful thanks for the very acceptable and plentiful present 
of Roots. Miss Galloway has received the gloves, with 
which she is extremely pleased, particularly with ye work 
on the Back, for which she is much obliged to Mrs. Ver- 
planck. The china is arrived safe. 

" I am D r Sir with great Truth & Esteem 

" Your obliged & Obed' Sev' 

" J. Galloway. 

"P. S. 

" What are your Assembly about ! 

"I hope they will not follow the mad President of 

PennslV 

_ " Bucks, Trevose Dec. 7 th 1774. 

"Dear Sir; 

" I have no doubt but it will be agreeable to you to hear 

of our safe arrival at Trevose. We left Amboy on Monday 

and dined at Home yesterday, where we had the satisfaction 

to find Mrs. Galloway and my Family in Health. The Time 
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since my arrival has not admitted of my hearing from the 
City, and little news circulates at this Season of the year in 
the country. Nothing has offered which could give you 
either Pleasure or concern, tho' indeed in these perilous 
Times, was it not for the suspense and uncertainty attending 
them, no news perhaps would be most agreeable. Should 
any thing worthy of your Perusal hereafter occur I shall 
take the Liberty of communicating it, as I hope to hear 
from thence occasionally, on account of your Health, which 
I very sincerely wish may increase & continue to a good 
old age. 

" I well know the generous mind neither wishes nor ex- 
pects to receive acknowledgement of Favors conferred and 
yet the same disposition in Persons receiving them, sit easy 
under the omission of such acknowledgements. Permit me 
then on my own account to thank you for the many proofs 
you have given me of your Regard & Friendship, and to 
assure you they have given birth to the warmest Impressions 
of the same kind on my part. 

" I live in Expectation that you will fulfil your intention 
of coming in the Spring to this part of Pennsylvania. Mrs. 
Galloway unites with me in renewing our earnest Solicita- 
tions, should that be ye case, that you and Mrs. Verplanck 
will make Trevose the Place of your Residence during your 
stay, and will not think of taking Lodgings at Bristol. You 
may here have the benefit of the waters without the Injury 
which may be derived from the heat or air of that place. 
The air of Trevose is acknowledged to be pure & healthful. 
The Alterative from salt to pure fresh air, assisted by the 
use of the waters, which may be obtained any day, and a 
moderate share of exercise, may and will in all probability 
restore your constitution. I wish I had other motives to 
add, but I have none save, that nothing shall be wanting in 
our Power, to render your Situation agreeable & happy, and 
to convince you, with how much Truth and Sincerity I am 
" Your obliged & 

" Most obedient Servant, 

"Jos. Galloway. 
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" Mrs. Galloway joins me in best compliments to Mrs. 
Verplanck, and gives her many Thanks for her great Good- 
ness and civilities to her daughter. 

" My compliments to Mr. & Mrs. M°Ivers, Duane, Hoff- 
man and Low, and all other enquiring Friends, as well in 
Long Island, the Yonkers & N". York." 

" Teevose, Bucks, Feb. 14 1775. 
" Dear Sir ; 

" A variety of engagements has prevented my answering 
your very obliging Favor of the 24 th 1st. I should be greatly 
defective in that Friendship which I entertain for you, should 
I omit to inform you in Confidence, that you will see my 
sentiments more at Large in a Pamphlet now in the Press 
in New York. When I began it, I was in a low state of 
Health, and by the Time I had finished it, so much unwell 
with a fever and colic, as to be altogether unable to correct 
or copy my first thoughts. This induced me at Times, to 
think of delaying the Publication, But the Necessity that 
called for it, and a Belief that it will be of use, has induced 
me to run the risk of critical censures for the Public Good, 
being confident that the Principles and Doctrines are sound 
and irrefragable. 

" I thank you for the Pamphlets. They are well wrote, 
and will be of great service. They have produced a happy 
effect in this Province. I wish more of them had been for 
sale in Philadelp* and advertised in our Papers. Many 
complain they cannot procure them, and yet I think they 
all have capital Defects. They assert the necessity of a 
Supreme Legislative Authority, but do not prove it to the 
comprehension of common Readers. They do not show 
the rights of the American Subject or even acknowledge 
that we have any. They do not own that we have any 
Grievance and consequently nothing is pointed out as a 
Constitutional Remedy, and therefore they all leave the mind 
of the inquisitive Reader totally unsatisfied, which perceiv- 
ing something very essential to their Freedom & Happiness 
wanting, in their present situation, become bewildered on 
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the subject and are thence led to condemn the Perform- 
ance. 

" I must applaud the Intention of your Legislature to 
pass a Militia Bill. It being in my opinion absolutely 
necessary not to defend you against the Parent State, but 
against the oblivious Danes & Saxons, ' From whom ; good 
Lord deliver us.' 

" It is with great pleasure I assure you that Moderation 
is taking place of the violence in this Province, in a more 
rapid Progress than my most sanguine expectations ever 
suggested. "We only want, what you fortunately have, a 
free Press, to recall the deluded people to their senses, and 
that I hope will be supplied in a very short time. 

" Mrs. & Miss Galloway join in most respectful compli- 
ments to yourself and the worthy Mrs. Verplanck. 

" Believe me, 

" Dear Sir, with great Truth & Sincerity, 
" Your very affectionate 

" humble servant, 

" Jos. Galloway." 

"Teevose, April 1 1775. 
" Dear Sir ; 

" It gave me real Pleasure to hear thro' Mr. Bivington by 
the last Post that your Health still continued unimpaired. 
I have not been without some uneasy apprehension of the 
contrary — as I know by experience how difficult a task it is 
for invalids to avoid exposing themselves to the inclement 
& hostile seasons of the Winter. I suspect you have been 
more prudent in this respect than myself, as I have by 
several acts of Indiscretion, a good deal diminished that 
Health, which the air of New York, Long Island, and the 
Yonkers generously bestowed upon me. 

" As the Commendation of those we esteem ever affords 
the highest Satisfaction to the well meaning Mind, your 
approbation, with that of my other friends in New York, of 
the ' Candid Examination,' could not fail to produce that 
effect. 
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" It has not wanted friends to support it in this Province. 
I find it decried hy none but Independents, or such as are 
determined to bring about a total separation of the two 
countries at all events, and they are, you may be assured 
but one fourth Part of our People. The late news from 
London partly fabricated in Philad" and published by the 
high Flyers in London, who know nothing of the secrets of 
the cabinet, have elated the spirits of the Whigs to the 
highest Degree, — notwithstanding the accounts are contra- 
dicted by every authentic & solid Intelligence, and thus I 
imagine they will remain until the Resolutions of Parlia- 
ment are known, when I have not the least Doubt, but they 
will fall as much below Par, as they are now above. 

" You have no doubt seen the answer to ye ' Candid Ex- 
amination.' It is the Production of a fortnight Labour of 
the Pennsylvania Farmer and his old Assistant Charles 
Thompson. From the little approbation it met with here, 
I should not have thought it worthy of a Reply, But it 
gave me an opportunity of explaining some Principles of 
the Pamphlet more fully — And besides I thought that the 
vanity and Ignorance of the Authors ought to be exposed. 
I have therefore sent to Mr. Rivington a reply, which I hope 
he will publish with all convenient Speed. Should this meet 
with your approbation I shall be happy. Perhaps there is 
in it too much acrimony, and yet I think they deserve it. 

" I hope you, and our other very good Friend Mrs. Ver- 
planek have not given over your intention of visiting this 
Part of our Province, and that you will not forget that our 
house and the best accommodations it affords will be entirely 
yours, and that you will make us very happy in accepting 
of them. 

" Mrs. & Miss Galloway join in compliments & best wishes 
to you and Mrs. Verplanck, with 
" Dear Sir 

" Your affectionate & 

" Most obedient servant, 
" Jos. Galloway. 

" Mr. Samuel Verplanck." 
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"Tbevose, June 24 1775. 
" Dear Sir ; 

" It gave me real Pleasure to find by Mrs. Bard that your 
Health continued so well restored, as to make you engage 
in the busy Scene of Politics. I know you have been led 
into it by the laudable desire of Assisting in the Preserva- 
tion of the Peace & good order of your Country in these 
Times of general confusion. I sincerely wish your Health 
may keep pace with your Desires, and that by the one you 
may be able to fulfil the other. As to myself I have I hope 
retired in Time from the distressing and ungrateful Drudgery 
of Public Life. The want of Health was one great motive, 
but I had many others, which united to become too powerful 
to resist. I am convinced by experience the first was a good 
one, and whether the others may be ranked in the same 
class, a little time will discover. 

" I hear with anxiety the distress which has more than 
once threatened your City. I feel for the Inhabitants, and 
sincerely wish them a Speedy & happy relief from their 
Fears. We have often wished for you and the worthy Mrs. 
Yerplanck and your good little Boy with us here, where I 
believe order & calmness of conduct prevail, as yet more 
than any other Part whatever. 

" Should you find it necessary or agreeable to leave your 
City either on account of your Health or any other, the 
Assylum of my House shall always be yours, Mrs. Ver- 
planck and your little Boy, and by making it so you will 
greatly contribute to ye Pleasure of Mrs. & Miss Galloway 
& myself. They join me in best wishes & compliments to 
yourself & Mrs. Yerplanck with 
" Dear Sir 

" Your faithful & affectionate 
" humble sev', 

"J. Galloway." 

„ _ a " Teevose Aug. 17 1775. 

"Dear Sir. 

" I am happy in hearing by Mr. Croake that your Health 

continues. May it long continue in Defiance of the Fatigue 
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which must necessarily follow your constant attention to 
the Peace & Safety of your Country. As to myself I grow 
fat & more hearty than I have been during the last ten 
years. Retirement to a like scene to that in which you are 
now engaged in, and a consciousness of having acted my 
Part in it with Firmness & Integrity towards both countries, 
whose interest is inseparable, as long as there remained the 
least Prospect of my doing service and my own Safety would 
permit, have greatly contributed to restore my health beyond 
my most sanguine Expectations. And however I may differ 
with many respecting the mode of redress, and the means 
of accommodating the unhappy Differences between them, 
and preventing the Effusion of Human Blood, of which the 
prospect daily grows more distressing, yet I shall be happy 
to find in the unforeseen events of things that I have been 
mistaken and others in the Right. Hitherto in this Respect, 
I own I have been unfortunate, as any important incident 
tends to prove, that we are on the brink of a Precipice ' big 
with the fate of America.' 

" I entertained some time since more than a wish to have 
spent the "Winter in New York, & had prepared to put my 
Resolution into Execution, but it is difficult in these peril- 
ous Times, to know where is the place of most Safety for a 
Family, and believing none more safe than the country I 
live in, it will induce me to continue here until the contrary 
shall appear. 

" We are extremely concerned at hearing of the extreme 
illness of Mrs. M°Ivers. But no further news than what 
Mr. Croake brought of it, having arrived at Bristol, for 
some time, we are in hopes, she is ere this recovered, which 
we most sincerely wish. 

" Mrs. & Miss Galloway unite in affectionate wishes for 
the safety & Happiness of yourself Mrs. Verplanck and 
your promising little Boy. 

" "With Dr. Sir 

" Your faithful & affectionate humble servant 

"Jos. Galloway." 



